The Archaeology of Environmental Change
Reading Answers / Discussion Questions
‘Societal Responses to Environmental Change in Recent History’

Name: __________________________

Here are the ‘Reading Answers / Discussion Questions’ for our topic on ‘Societal Responses to Environmental Change in Recent History. To properly prepare for the group and class discussions, I expect ~ 1/4 to 1/3-page answers per question (~100-150 words/answer). Your answers must be typed and handed in as hard copies after the day’s class discussion (you’re welcome to add written comments during our class discussions):



1. In Rogers' two related chapters, there is a focus on the need for interdisciplinary research and for developing (as scientists) the knowledge base necessary to arrive at solutions regarding global environmental problems. Do you think that a strong base of knowledge will help us find solutions and encourage people to take action? If so, what would define the necessary knowledge base? If not, then what do you think would be the most appropriate method to arrive at solutions? 
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2. In Oster's article, it is suggested that the witchcraft trials were forms of scapegoating prompted by a deterioration in economic conditions which stemmed from a decrease in temperature. What do you think is the most important factor that brought upon the witchcraft trials? Do you think that we still scapegoat when it comes to climate change today? If so, who are the scapegoats today?




3. Zhang's article clearly shows that societal activities play a keen role in climate change. What are some ways that the article suggests we can combat climate change? Specifically, in the US, what areas of combating climate change via societal choices are we seriously lacking, and in which areas we are doing well?

